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8. 

9. 

to the land of the dead. Among the 
Jicarilla Apache the ghost remains before it goes away. 
near the body four days till it enters the 
land of the dead. 
“The chief symptoms of ghost sickness 
are fainting or loss of consciousness, 
delirium . . . bad dreams . . . ’” 
Witches persist in their careers after 
death, continuing to kill people. 

it occupied before death, for four days 

8. To see a Isunusga produces paralysis 
of one side of the face. 

9. Sorcerers who during life have operated 
with the aid of ghosts are the most 
dangerous tsunumga and are  most 
feared. 

The question raised by the authors of Navuho Eschatolozy of a connection between -_ 
death and witchcraft patterns can be answered with an unhesitant affirmative for the 
Sarsi, as the above data  indicate. The sorcerer receives his power from a ghost. His 
name, naguslas.na, meaning “the ghost’s partner,” indicates this connection quite clear- 
ly. He operates with the aid of a “ghost helper” who can also cure the results of sorcery. 

In  his review Opler makes the point that “ghost fears and ghost sickness are in- 
timately related to kinship and social structure among the Navaho. The relatives of 
the deceased are the ones who must take ritual precautions after the death; it is a com- 
mon belief that  a person is likely to be menaced by  only the ghost of a blood or clan 
relative.” 

Among the Sarsi the evidence on this point is conflicting, yet possibly corresponding. 
On the one hand I heard that the relatives of the deceased were not afraid of the de- 
ceased but that  other people in camp were very much afraid of the corpse and avoided 
it. This is in apparent contradiction to Navaho patterns. But  it is also said that the 
body of the deceased is always prepared for burial by someone not related to the 
deceased, not even affinal relatives being selected for the task. Furthermore the family 
moves out of the death tipi lest the spirit of the deceased never leave the locale. This 
suggests that the relatives of the deceased are in greater fear of the latter’s ghost than 
are strangers. 

JOHN J. HONICMANN 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

STATURE OF SOUTH AMERICAN INDIANS 

I n  a n  article published in 1943, Dr.  Morris Steggerdal gives the result of a compara- 
tive study on the stature of South American Indians. His data were taken from eighty- 
two articles and books of varying reliability. On the whole, Steggerda’s paper is interest- 
ing chiefly when one compares his conclusions with those of T.D.  Stewart’s careful study 
on cranial height among South American Indians.* However, some errors in Dr. Steg- 
gerda’s article call for comment and rectification. 

The spelling of names is rather confusing or even erroneous. “Nambiquara” or, as 

7 Wynian, Hill and Osanai, o p .  c d . ,  p. 30. 

*Ibidem, 1, No. 2, 1943. 
American Journal of Physical Anthropology, 1,  No. 1 ,  1943. 
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Steggerda writes farther on, “Nambikuara,” is not a Spanish word but Tupi, antl ought 
to be written Nhambikwara. ‘LBarbudos” is not the Spanish name for the Umotina. 
However, this tribe is sometimes called Barbados which is a Portuguese word. 

The etymology of Guayaki beenis rather doubtful. Unfortunately, Dr. Steggerda 
fails to give the source of his derivation. 

“Botoque” is not a Spanish but a Portuguese word. Besides, the holoque is not only 
borne in the lower lip as Dr. Steggerrla seems to believe, but also in the ear lobe. 

Extremely confusing is the reference to the Kaingang. The author says that “the 
Caingang, also called Coroados, have still other names according to the district which 
they inhabit; i.e., Bugres, Cames, Socrc and Xocren” (p. 8). As a matter of fact, there 
are several quite independent hordes each having its own name and inhabiting ter- 
ritories which are very far away from each other. The names Bugres, Socre antl Xocren 
(better Xocre) for instance, apply to one horde, the remnants of which live in the Poslo 
D u p e  de Cnzias (Santa Catarina) ; interestingly cnough some ethnologists do not bc- 
lieve them to be Kaingang. 

The map of South America representing locations of the tribes mentioned by Dr. 
Steggerda contains serious mistakes. The Guarani, who are a linguistic family, are 
classified as a tribe. The Xipaya (or Chipaya as spelled by the author) are said to in- 
habit Northern Bolivia and are classified as Tupi. Now, here, the author seems to bc 
referring to the Zipaya studied by Posnansky, for one finds this ethnologist’s name i n  the 
bibliography a t  the end of the article. However, the Xipaya of Bolivia are not Tupi, but 
A i ~ n a r & . ~  By using the more recommentlable name Uro-Xipaya, the author would have 
avoided confusion with the Xipaya tribe of the Xing6 Valley who are Tupi  and were 
studied by Kurt Nimuendajh. In  spite of this confusion madeon page 10 (Table I ) ,  the 
location of the Xipaya given on the accompanying map seems to  refer to the Tupi tribe 
of the Xing6 valley. 

On Dr. Steggerda’s map the Puri live in Par&, the most northern of the Brazilian 
States. However, this tribe, now extinct, was located in southern Brazil, near the 
I’araiba valley. 

The tribe studied by R. Krone (mentioned in the bibliography) did not inhabit 
Argentina but rather the southern coast of Sfio Paulo. The Bacairi, located on the map 
in the upper Paraguay valley, really inhabited the upper part of the Xingh valley. The 
Tikuna, recently visited by Nimuendajh, inhabit a zone of the Brazilian-Peruvian 
frontier near Tabatinga. 

There are also some other inconsistencies between the map and table. The Boto- 
kudo, instead of living in northern Argentina or Southern Bolivia, as Dr. Sleggertla 
states in Table I, live in the Brazilian states of Espirito Santo and Minas Gerais, as 
indicated on Dr. Steggerda’s map. Less fortunate was the Kaingui tribe, which is 
usually spelled Kayui .  By the table one learns that this tribe inhabits northern Argen- 
tina or southern Bolivia, but on the map they are located in Santa Catarina. Unfortu- 
nately, neither the table nor the map is correct, for the K a y u i  inhabit the frontier zone 
of the Brazilian state of Matto Grosso and Paraguay. 

EMILIO WILLEMS 
EGON SCEIADEN UNIVERSITY OF Slio PAULO, BRAZIL 

(fWdilor’s note:) The Uro-Chipaya-Puquina are not generally considered AimarL. Formcrly 
regarded as an independent “family,” Rivet believes them Arawak, a conclusion accepted by 
some, disputed by others. (Author’s corrected proof for this article has not been received.) 


